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MARKET HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Labor Market:  King, Snohomish counties lead state’s jobs recovery 
Retail Market:  H Mart to occupy former Rack site in downtown Seattle 
Regional Development:  King County approves $17.5M plan to repair levee that protects Kent-area businesses 
Travel:  They came, they saw, they spent a lot: Seattle tourism surges 
Economy:  Alaska Air gives employees $68 million in bonuses 
Real Estate Market:  Inventory crunch drives King County home prices up 
 

 

Area Stores Opening 
 

• Starbucks to open in former Tully’s location at Broadway and Pike (Seattle) 
• Brass Tacks is a new bar opening in Georgetown (Seattle) 
• Thaiku restaurant now open in Phinney Ridge (Seattle) 
• Ladywell’s Vitality Spa & Sauna now open (Seattle) 
• Lost Lake Cafe set to serve Pike/Pine (Seattle) 
• Beautiful Bike opens near Ballard (Seattle) 
• Coming to SoDo, Maison Tavern (Seattle) 
• Radiator Whisky opens April 1 (Seattle) 
• Kraken Congee restaurant to open April 1 (Seattle) 
• Chuck’s Hop Shop CD to bring 1,000 beers, 50 taps to E Union (Seattle) 
• H Mart to occupy former Rack site in downtown Seattle 

 

Area Stores Moving/Renovation/other 
• Quebecois-styled café Resto to replace Capitol Hill’s infamous Thomas Street Bistro 
• Digs moves from Bellingham to Ballard open March 9  (Seattle) 

 

Area Stores Closing 
 

• Haggens closing Federal Way Top Foods grocery 
 

 

Seattle ranked #2 in the Top Ten cities for Women Entrepreneurs:  Happy women’s history month!  Although women 
now make up a majority of those enrolled in college, women are still underrepresented in some fields, including business 
and entrepreneurship.   
Source:  nerdwallet.com, February 25, 2013 
http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/finance/2013/top-ten-cities-women-entrepreneurs/ 
 

Seattle ranked No. 3 in country in 2012 office sales activity:  Even though it’s only the 13th largest market in the 
country, Seattle finished 2012 as the third most active office sales market. That’s bound to happen when you’re home to 
the nation’s largest deal of the year, Amazon.com’s $1.15 billion acquisition of its headquarters.  
Source:  Puget Sound Business Journal, February 27, 2013 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2013/02/seattle-ranked-no-3-in-country-in.html?ana=e_du_pub&s=article_du&ed=2013-02-27&u=g3qEy5+PUIyH77YLguBBiC7bz23 
  

Seattle ranked #5 in 'Forbes' list for Best Cities for Good Jobs:  Forbes released the results from its survey of the 
"Best Cities for Good Jobs," with Seattle taking the number five spot. While the top four ranking cities are all in Texas, 
Seattle is the fastest-growing city for good jobs outside of Texas. According to the ranking, Seattle is expected to add 
136,000 jobs over the next five years.  
Source:  forbes.com, February 25, 2013 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/danielfisher/2013/02/25/texas-dominates-the-best-cities-for-good-jobs/ 
 

Seattle hangs onto rank as top biosciences cluster:   A decade ago, many states and metropolitan areas saw bio as 
their tickets to the future. The gambit didn’t work out for most of them (for my assessment of Phoenix’s effort, you can 
read here and here). Seattle was fortunate to have an established cluster, which was ranked No. 5 nationally. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 5, 2013 
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/jontalton/2013/02/26/seattle-hangs-onto-rank-as-top-biosciences-cluster/ 
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LABOR MARKET 

   
 

T-Mobile cutting jobs at Bellevue headquarters before merger:  A significant round of layoffs is happening at the 
Bellevue headquarters of T-Mobile USA just ahead of its merger with MetroPCS, according to people inside the company. 
Employees are expecting the cuts to happen Thursday, when conference rooms at the company are reserved for 
“integration” meetings. The cuts may affect more than 100 people in marketing and other groups.  
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 6, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020501480_tmobilelayoffsxml.html 
 
State unemployment rate holds steady as job growth surprises:  Preliminary figures show that Washington gained an 
unexpectedly strong 24,100 payroll jobs in January, but state economists are skeptical job growth was really that strong. 
The jobs figure likely will be revised lower in coming months, state labor economist Joe Elling said Wednesday. 
Washington’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for January held steady at 7.5 percent, as December’s rate was 
revised downward by a tenth of a percentage point.  
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 6, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020496305_jobsjanuaryxml.html 
 
80% of Seattle-area companies hiring for IT positions, according to survey:  Eighty percent of companies in the 
Seattle area are looking to fill IT positions in the second quarter of 2013, according to a new survey of local 
CIOs by Robert Half Technology. Of those, 67 percent of companies said they’re looking to fill IT roles that are already 
open, while 13 percent are creating new positions. "With an extremely low unemployment rate for tech professionals, 
companies are recognizing that they need to move fast to secure top IT talent, especially in the areas of development, 
help desk and desktop support," said Ester Frey of Robert Half Technology in a statement Tuesday. 
Source:  Puget Sound Business Journal, March 5, 2013 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/techflash/2013/03/companies-need-more-tech.html?ana=e_tf&s=newsletter&ed=2013-03-05&u=gZ87Z7N2XtTUUPO9cpD+PQ08c66fc2 
 
King, Snohomish counties lead state’s jobs recovery:  Washington’s jobs recovery is concentrated overwhelmingly in 
the central Puget Sound region, according to full county-by-county employment data released Tuesday by the state 
Employment Security Department. King and Snohomish counties, which together have nearly 44 percent of the state’s 
labor force, had the second- and third-lowest unemployment rates in January — 6.3 percent and 7.1 percent, respectively. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 12, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020540509_jobsfoloxml.html 
 
Google boom: Kirkland campus to double:  The Seattle area is feeling lucky. Google announced Tuesday that it’s 
doubling the size of its campus in Kirkland, creating room to hire 1,000 more employees. The project comes amid a 
remarkable surge of investment by tech companies in the Seattle market, including Amazon.com’s enormous (and 
growing) Seattle campus, Microsoft’s efforts to fill thousands of new positions, and a steady stream of tech giants following 
Google’s footsteps to establish satellite engineering offices in the area. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 12, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020543320_googleexpansionxml.html 
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RETAIL MARKET 

   
 
Starbucks to open in former Tully’s location at Broadway and Pike:  Starbucks did not win the hard-fought battle to 
acquire Tully's Coffee out of bankruptcy, but the big chain is about to open in a choice location where its competitor could 
not turn a profit — at Broadway and Pike. Starbucks knows the corner well. Just across the street from the old Tully's 
space at 824 E. Pike Street is a QFC supermarket with a Starbucks inside.   (See figure A, page 10) 
Source:  The Seattle Times, February 21, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020406886_starbuckstullysxml.html 
 
Brass Tacks Is a New Bar (and Soon a New Food Truck): Usually when an existing restaurant opens a sibling bar next 
door, it's on the small side (see: Artusi, Sambar, Bar Cotto). But anyone who has frequented Ground Control in 
Georgetown can’t help but do a double take to see the endearingly tiny café’s warehousey new offshoot, Brass Tacks. 
Source:  seattlemet.com, February 21, 2013  (See figure B, page 10) 
http://www.seattlemet.com/bars-and-nightlife/sauced/articles/brass-tacks-is-a-new-bar-and-soon-a-new-food-truck-february-2013 
 
Thaiku Is Now Open in Phinney Ridge:  As rumored, Thaiku is indeed occupying, 6705 Greenwood Avenue North, the 
address previously home to Gaspare. According to the press release, the 45-seat space includes a wee version of 
apothecary-styled cocktail bar Fu Kun Wu. Way back in December 2011, the Thai restaurant closed the doors on its 
original location on Ballard Ave (that spot is becoming Ballard Annex Oyster House).   (See figure C, page 10) 
Source:  seattlemet.com, February 20, 2013 
http://www.seattlemet.com/eat-and-drink/nosh-pit/articles/thaiku-is-now-open-in-phinney-ridge-february-2013 
 
Ladywell’s Vitality Spa & Sauna open:  Ladywell’s Vitality Spa & Sauna at 8538 1st Ave NW, at Piper Village, just east 
of Fred Meyer, is opening at 11 a.m. today. Ladywell’s is a women’s only spa that offers cedar and pink salt saunas, a 
steam room and hydrotherapy with hot and cold pools. The spa will be open from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Tuesday through 
Sunday, with last entry at 10 p.m. No reservations for admittance, but they are recommended for massage therapy. 
Source:  phinneywood.com, February 26, 2013  (See figure D, page 10) 
http://www.phinneywood.com/2013/02/26/ladywells-vitality-spa-sauna-opening-today/ 
 
Capitol Hill food+drink | 24-hour 'dive' Lost Lake set to serve Pike/Pine:  Got a tip for your Capitol Hill food+drink pals 
at CHS? Honestly, CHS has shown remarkable restraint. This is only our third post  since we first reported last fall on a 
project pairing the guys who made Capitol Hill Block Party in the creation of a 24-hour diner in the middle of the city's most 
celebrated nightlife district.  (See figure E, page 10) 
Source:  capitolhillseattle.com, February 26, 2013 
http://www.capitolhillseattle.com/2013/02/26/capitol-hill-fooddrink-24-hour-lost-lake-set-to-serve-pike-pine 
 
Quebecois-styled cafe Resto to replace Capitol Hill's infamous Thomas Street Bistro:  It's old news at Thomas and 
Summit where the restaurant has been closed for weeks but reporting the seeming happy ending for the Thomas Street 
Bistro just a day after the ouster of Groupon's CEO seems like a delicious pairing. And if we add a third course including 
information on what comes next, well, there's a meal. Thomas Street, the tiny, heavily marketed six-year-old cafe creation 
of entrepreneur Adam Freeman, is gone. Source:  captiolhillsaettle.com, March 1, 2013  (See figure F, page 10) 
http://www.capitolhillseattle.com/2013/03/01/quebecois-styled-cafe-to-replace-infamous-capitol-hill-restaurant-thomas-street-bistro 
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Beautiful Bike opens near Ballard:  Owner Peter Cannon, born and raised in Queen Anne, has worked extensively as a 
corrective exercise practitioner.  He had the studio plans in the works since 2007 and opened it at the end of January. “I 
wanted to offer quality customer service in a unique training environment,” said Cannon. Cannon purchased the 
RealRyder bikes for the studio in 2007. These bikes allow for a dynamic workout that integrates several muscle groups 
and, according to Cannon, allow people to burn 20 percent more calories than during popular Spinning classes. 
Source:  myballard.com, March 4, 2013 (See figure G, page 10) 
http://www.myballard.com/2013/03/04/beautiful-bike-opens-near-ballard/ 
 
Coming to SoDo: Maison Tavern:  We may be all aflutter about the transformation of Pioneer Square, but plenty of 
things are happening in SoDo. Like the Maison Tavern and Aston Manor, conjoined projects at 2946 First Ave S.  Maison 
Tavern is a 55-seat cocktail and snack spot that will shift in later hours to the VIP area for Aston Manor, a Prohibition-
themed nightclub styled after a wealthy gentleman's 1920s-era manse, complete with salon, ballroom, parlor, and a grand 
fireplace.   (See figure H, page 10) 
Source:  seattlemet.com, March 5, 2013 
http://www.seattlemet.com/eat-and-drink/nosh-pit/articles/coming-to-sodo-maison-tavern-and-aston-manor-march-2013-march-2013?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Seattle+Met+Nosh+Pit+News+March+6+2013&utm_content=Seattle+Met+Nosh+Pit+News+March+6+2013+CID_c921ce8c6bb513d9843fec7bc5f7206e&utm_source=Email%20Marketing%20Software&utm_term=Maison%20Tavern%20Opening%20in%20SoDo 

 
Matt's Sibling Radiator Whiskey Opens April 1:  Dan Bugge and the Radiator team recently sent word that Monday, 
April 1 will be the official opening day for the den of brown liquor and smoked meat—and potentially a dash of iniquity—
known as Radiator Whiskey.  I was at Matt’s in the Market last night and construction on Radiator is moving along in the 
space across the hall, previously an architecture firm. Bugge, the affable owner of Matt’s, brought in former Spring Hill 
sous chef Tyler Palagi to head up the menu, alongside Charlie Garrison, who runs Matt’s lunchtime menu.  
Source:  seattlemet.com March 4, 2013  (See figure I, page 10) 
http://www.seattlemet.com/bars-and-nightlife/sauced/articles/matts-in-the-market-sibling-radiator-whiskey-opens-april-1-march-2013?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Seattle+Met+Nosh+Pit+News+March+6+2013&utm_content=Seattle+Met+Nosh+Pit+News+March+6+2013+CID_c921ce8c6bb513d9843fec7bc5f7206e&utm_source=Email%20Marketing%20Software&utm_term=Radiator%20Whiskey%20Opens%20April%201 

 
Kraken Congee Releases Their Menu:  Kraken Congee, the new pop-up heading to upper Queen Anne's Grub on April 
1, has released their menu. It showed up late last night on Facebook. It's split up into three sections: finger food, spoon 
food (four types of congee) and sweet food. As for beverages, Shane Tyler Robinson, one of the three guys behind 
Kraken, says: We are thinking beer, soda, green tea, and booze. Wine doesn't seem to fit with the menu.  
Source:  seattle.eater.com, March 6, 2013 (See figure J, page 10) 
http://seattle.eater.com/archives/2013/03/06/kraken-congee-releases-their-menu.php 
 
Capitol Hill food+drink; Chuck's Hop Shop CD to bring 1,000 beers, 50 taps to E Union:  North Seattleites -- who 
have long enjoyed the convenience of a small corner store which also provides over 30 craft beer taps, reasonably priced 
growler fills to-go, and a wide selection of nearly 1,000 craft beer bottles -- will now be sharing the wealth with Capitol Hill 
and the Central District. Source:  capitolhillseattle.com, March 5, 2013  (See figure K, page 10) 
http://www.capitolhillseattle.com/2013/03/05/capitol-hill-fooddrink-chucks-hop-shop-cd-to-bring-1000-beers-50-taps-to-e-union 
 
Asian Market to occupy former Rack site in downtown Seattle:  H Mart, an Asian grocery chain based in New Jersey, 
is replacing Nordstrom Rack at the old Broadacres Building in downtown Seattle. The plan is to begin work on the store 
this fall and open in the first quarter of 2014. H Mart, which already has locations in Federal Way and Lynnwood, also aims 
to open a store in Bellevue, though it has not yet said where or when. A third regional store opens this week in Lakewood. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 13, 2013  (See figure L, page 10) 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020551892_downtowngroceryxml.html 
 
Haggens closing Federal Way TOP Foods grocery:   Haggen Inc. is closing its TOP Food & Drug store in Federal Way 
in April, the company said Wednesday. The closure whittles the Bellingham-based chain to 27 supermarkets in 
Washington and Oregon operating under the TOP Food & Drug and Haggen Food & Pharmacy brands. The store is 
located at 31515 20th Ave. S. in Federal Way. Haggen is working with two unions, UFCW Local 21 and Bakers Local 9, to 
place the store’s 48 employees with other groceries in the chain. (Not pictured on map, 15 miles South) 
Source:  Puget Sound Business Journal, March 13, 2013 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2013/03/haggens-closing-federal-way-top-foods.html?ana=e_sea_rdup&s=newsletter&ed=2013-03-14&u=g3qEy5+PUIyH77YLguBBiC7bz23 
 
From Bellingham to Ballard: “Digs” opening spices up the local furniture scene:  Digs furniture and home decor 
store opened last Saturday, March 9, at 2002 NW Market Street. The store made the move from Bellingham to Ballard into 
the 4,000 square foot space next to Dakota Art.  The new home and lifestyle store is owned by husband and wife 
Gretchen and Ben Knudsen. The couple owned and operated Digs in its Bellingham location since 2008. 
Source:  myballard.com, March12, 2013  (See figure M, page 10) 
http://www.myballard.com/2013/03/12/from-bellingham-to-ballard-digs-opening-spices-up-the-local-furniture-scene/ 
 

 

Seattle Media Maven 
Need some help navigating the Seattle media scene?  

 Check out our blog, Seattlemediamaven.com, for the latest Seattle insights. 
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

 
27-story First Hill apartment tower approved:  Seattle city planners on Thursday approved a 27-story apartment tower 
on First Hill. But a spokesman says the developer, Swedish pension fund Alecta, hasn’t yet decided whether to start 
building soon or wait. The 328-unit project would be built at Terry Avenue and Jefferson Street. Longtime Seattle 
developer William Justen, who is overseeing the project for Alecta, said the company probably will make a construction 
decision in the next couple months.  (See figure N, page 10) 
Source:  The Seattle Times, February 21, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020406557_alectaapartmentsxml.html 
 
Ground broken for 12th Avenue Arts building:  A standing-room crowd of several hundred people packed into the 
Velocity Dance Center on Thursday afternoon to munch on free pizza and hear Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn and others 
praise the groundbreaking for 12th Avenue Arts, a new multiuse theater and housing project on Capitol Hill. The 
assembled then marched across 12th Avenue for a brief and chilly ceremony in the building site, a 29,000-foot lot between 
East Pine and Olive streets.  (See figure O, page 10) 
Source:  The Seattle Times, February 21, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2020407434_artsbuildinggroundbreakingxml.html 
 
King County approves $17.5M plan to repair levee that protects Kent-area businesses:  The King County Flood 
Control District Board of Supervisors on Tuesday OK’d a plan to fix a Green River levee that shields the Boeing Space 
Center and other Kent-area businesses from flooding. The vote to spend $17.5 million to fix the levee ends months of 
squabbling, at least temporarily.  
Source:  Puget Sound Business Journal, February 27, 2013 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2013/02/27/king-county-approves-175m-plan-to.html?ana=e_du_pub&s=article_du&ed=2013-02-27&u=g3qEy5+PUIyH77YLguBBiC7bz23 
 
Suquamish Clearwater Casino plans convention center expansion:  The Suquamish Clearwater Casino Resort plans 
to expand its convention and meeting center space dramatically, as well as adding a new five-story hotel. The 
casino/convention center, located on the Kitsap Peninsula, said it plans "to become the largest convention center in the 
West Sound region," and will add a five-story hotel, a 700-car parking facility, a new restaurant, an enlarged gaming area, 
a new casino lounge and bar, a new administrative wing and a tenfold expansion of its meeting and entertainment space. 
Source:  Puget Sound Business Journal, February 28, 2013  (Not pictured 10 miles West) 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/morning_call/2013/02/suquamish-clearwater-casino-plans.html?ana=e_sea_rdup&s=newsletter&ed=2013-02-28&u=g3qEy5+PUIyH77YLguBBiC7bz23 

 
Bellevue hotel site for sale:  The developer of a proposed luxury hotel across the street from Bellevue’s Downtown Park 
has put the site up for sale. Hydra Developments of Bellevue is asking $5.75 million for the 0.35-acre property at 
Northeast First Street and 102nd Avenue Northeast, according to a listing posted on the Commercial Brokers 
Association’s website Thursday. Hydra, a real-estate arm of an Abu Dhabi-based consortium, bought the site in 2007 and 
originally proposed a luxury condo project there. After the real-estate crash it replaced that with a plan for a nine-story, 
108-room hotel called the Bellevue Park. (See figure P, page 10) 
Source:  The Seattle Times, February 28, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020458362_bellevueparkhotelxml.html 
 
Seattle’s historic Dexter Horton Building sold for $77M:  Downtown Seattle’s historic Dexter Horton Building was sold 
Friday to Portland real-estate investment and development company Gerding Edlen for $76.6 million, according to county 
records. That’s about $4.5 million less than the seller, a subsidiary of Prudential UK, paid for the landmark office building 
in 2006. At 328,000 square feet, the terra-cotta clad Dexter Horton Building was one of the largest office buildings in the 
country when it opened in 1924.  (See figure Q, page 10) 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 1, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020467046_dexterhortonsoldxml.html 
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Sound Transit, Artspace finalize deal for 57-unit mixed-use project in Seattle:  Sound Transit officials said Friday 
they have completed the sale of land to a group that will build a mixed-use project next to the Mount Baker light rail 
station. Artspace’s $18 million project will have 57 rental units of affordable live-work space for artists and their families. 
The ground floor will have a community room and 12 commercial spaces for nonprofits, “creative enterprises” and related 
businesses, according to a Sound Transit news release. (See figure R, page 10) 
Source:  Puget Sound Business Jouranl, March 1, 302 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2013/03/01/sound-transit-artspace-finalize-deal.html?ana=e_sea_rdup&s=newsletter&ed=2013-03-04&u=g3qEy5+PUIyH77YLguBBiC7bz23 
 
Bellevue to break ground on youth theater this spring:  Designed by Becker Architects of Bellevue, the new theater 
will be built into a hillside in Crossroads Park near the Crossroads Community Center, which served as the home to the 
drama program before it relocated to the former Ivanhoe Elementary School in 2001. Since being founded in 1990, the 
BYT has become one of the most popular youth programs in Bellevue. The program produces 10 shows a year and casts 
have grown 25 to approximately 50 actors per show. "First and foremost, it's a parks building, not just a theater," said 
James McClain, administrator for the Bellevue Youth Theatre, about the new building.   (See figure S, page 10) 
Source:  Bellevue Reporter, February 26, 2013 
http://www.bellevuereporter.com/entertainment/193432251.html 
 
New Hyatt Place hotel planned for SeaTac: A new, $25 million Hyatt Place hotel in the city of SeaTac is scheduled to 
open in early 2016, Seattle-based Ariel Development announced Tuesday. The hotel will be located at 19518 International 
Boulevard in SeaTac, near Angle Lake Park, and will have 150 rooms, a pool, fitness room and 2,500 to 3,500 square feet 
of meeting space. The hotel will recruit 60 to 80 employees, according to Ariel Development.  (See figure T, page 10) 
Source:  Puget Sound Business Journal, March 5, 2013 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2013/03/05/new-hyatt-place-hotel-planned-for-seatac.html?ana=e_du_pub&s=article_du&ed=2013-03-05&u=g3qEy5+PUIyH77YLguBBiC7bz23 

 
Vulcan plans taller building on S. Lake Union site:  Vulcan Real Estate has dramatically expanded its proposal for a 
tower at 400 Ninth Ave. N. in South Lake Union, public records show. The proposed 12-story building, between Harrison 
and Republican streets, would contain 312,643 square feet of office space, about 6,000 square feet of retail and 
underground parking for 318 vehicles, according to city records. That’s a big change from last year, when Vulcan sought 
the city’s review for a six-story building with about 194,000 square feet, largely for research labs, on the same site. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 11, 2016  (See figure U, page 10) 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020537185_vulcanninthavexml.html 
 
Costco plans big expansion at Issaquah HQ:  The city of Issaquah says Costco is planning a major expansion of its 
corporate headquarters. City director of economic development, Keith Niven, told the Seattle Daily Journal of Commerce 
(http://bit.ly/ZNyrrz) the new space could create room for as many as 2,000 new workers.  Costco currently occupies three 
buildings that are full. Niven says the city and Costco are attempting to complete permits for the expansion project by the 
end of the year. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 15, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2020565912_apwacostcoexpansion.html 
 
Highway 99 tunnel: Big buildup for a massive drill:  So just how massive is the Highway 99 tunnel drill, arriving later 
this month? See that new red crane, sitting this week next to the stub of the old Alaskan Way Viaduct? It’s there just to 
erect another crane, three times as strong. And that crane? It will help build another, a horizontal gantry that will straddle 
the tunnel-launching pit in Sodo to lower the drill’s 41 pieces, including the 886-ton cutter head. This is the world’s biggest 
single-bore drill, 57½ feet across. It embarks this summer below downtown, and is to emerge in fall 2014 in South Lake 
Union. The $2 billion tunnel is scheduled to open to traffic at the start of 2016, at a yet undetermined toll rate. But before 
the digging can start, the drill must get here.  (See figure W, page 10) 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 11, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2020537494_99tunnelpitxml.html 
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New Seattle-Silicon Valley air shuttle doubling fleet:  A new air shuttle between Seattle and Silicon Valley won’t start 
making regular flights until this summer, but it’s already planning to double the size of its fleet. Arrow, a startup flight 
service operating out of Boeing Field, has been overwhelmed by response to the new service it’s starting, according to 
founder Russell Belden, a Seattle maritime entrepreneur. The company has flown a few demonstration flights and 
established a counter at Boeing Field this month. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, February 27, 2013 
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/brierdudley/2013/02/27/new-seattle-silicon-valley-air-shuttle-doubling-fleet/ 
  
Say goodbye to some Sea-Tac scanners:  The controversial “backscatter’’ full-body scanners installed at Sea-Tac 
Airport nearly 2½ years ago will be gone by June 1, if not sooner. A recent staff report to members of the Seattle Port 
Commission indicated the Transportation Security Administration would begin replacing the Rapiscan scanners on April 4. 
That date now appears to be up in the air, although a TSA spokeswoman said the scanners would be replaced in time to 
meet a June 1 federally mandated deadline. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 2, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/travel/2020448912_scannerstravelwisexml.html 
 
Refrigerated train service plans expanded WA service:  Cold Train, a refrigerated transportation service that operates 
a terminal in Quincy, Wash. that ships produce and frozen foods to the east, said it's expanding its efforts to move more 
products back from the Midwest and East Coast to Washington state. Cold Train officials said they're opening a new office 
in Chicago that will facilitate more east-to-west shipments. 
Source:  Puget Sound Business Journal, March 4, 2013 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/morning_call/2013/03/refrigerated-train-service-expands.html?ana=e_sea_rdup&s=newsletter&ed=2013-03-04&u=g3qEy5+PUIyH77YLguBBiC7bz23 
 
They came, they saw, they spent a lot: Seattle tourism surges:  For the first time, the number of overnight visitor stays 
in the Seattle area has topped 10 million a year. It was 10.2 million in 2012, to be precise, up 2.9 percent from the year 
before. And those visitors spent – a lot.  They dropped more than $5.9 billion in the city and King County, according 
to Visit Seattle. Those statistics are making for a happy annual meeting   of Visit Seattle, the destination-marketing group 
that released the numbers Thursday. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, February 28, 2013 
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/northwesttraveler/2013/02/28/they-came-they-saw-they-spent-a-lot-seattle-tourism-surges/ 
 
Sea-Tac Airport tops in world for February performance:  Of the world's busiest airports last month, Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport had the best on-time departure performance of them all, at 91.18 percent. That bested Tokyo's 
Haneda Airport at 90.83 percent at No. 2 in the world, according to data collected by FlightStats of Portland. Seattle-
based Horizon Air, a unit of Alaska Air Group Inc., recorded the best on-time arrival percentage in the country last month 
of all U.S. airlines, at 93.33 percent. And sister airline Alaska Airlines recorded the best on-time arrival performance of 
U.S. major airlines last month, at 90.56 percent, besting Delta Airlines at No. 2 at 86.35 percent. 
Source:  Puget Sound Business Journal, March 6, 2013 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/morning_call/2013/03/sea-tac-airport-tops-in-world-for.html?ana=e_sea_rdup&s=newsletter&ed=2013-03-06&u=g3qEy5+PUIyH77YLguBBiC7bz23 
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Alaska Air gives employees $68 million in bonuses:  Alaska Air Group says it gave nearly 13,000 employees about 
$68 million in bonuses Wednesday for exceeding 2012 financial goals. The bonuses of about 8 percent of annual pay 
were in addition to $20 million in monthly bonuses that employees earned last year for achieving on-time and customer 
satisfaction goals. Alaska says $42 million of the annual bonus goes to 6,700 Alaska Airlines and Horizon Air employees 
in Washington. Another $9 million goes to 2,000 employees in Portland, $6.5 million to 1,600 workers in Alaska, and $6 
million to 1,500 workers in California. The rest goes to Alaska employees in other parts of the country. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, February 27, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2020443766_apwaalaskaairbonuses.html 
 
Port of Seattle Announces Solid Financial Performance in 2012:  The Port of Seattle announced positive 2012 
financial results today, including revenue growth that exceeded expectations and costs that were lower than predicted. 
The agency posted a net operating income of over $223 million, 3.7 percent higher than 2011 income and 8 percent 
higher than budgeted. Port commissioners and CEO Tay Yoshitani credit the continued success of Sea-Tac International 
Airport, including a record number of passengers served, a growth in international flights and passenger volume, and the 
successful launch of the new rental car facility.  
Source:  Port of Seattle, March 12, 2013 
http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=5c8b23d6ffbe2be83ed5b1e26&id=3ca509957f&e=c30d5c13ea 
 
More growth seen for Seattle:  More benchmarking of Seattle, this time from the most recent U.S. Metro Economies 
report prepared for the United States Conference of Mayors by Global Insight. Seattle posted the 15th highest gain in real 
gross domestic product in 2011, at 2.6 percent. No. 1 was Silicon Valley at 7.5 percent and — perhaps surprisingly, given 
Oregon’s woes — Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro at 5.5 percent. We were the sixth top exporter behind New York, 
Houston, Los Angeles, Detroit(!) and Miami. Exports comprise more than 14 percent of Seattle’s gross metropolitan 
product. Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue ranked No. 14 in population growth projected over the next 30 years, at 39 percent. 
This is a double-edged indicator. More people can add heft to the workforce and tax base, provided jobs are available. If 
they are the highly educated, highly skilled cohort Seattle tends to attract, it’s even better.  
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 11, 2013 
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/jontalton/2013/03/11/more-growth-seen-for-seattle/ 
 
Seattle is back in the business of attracting big sporting events:  On the eve of another sporting event signifying 
Seattle's rebirth as championship-caliber host, Karen Bryant stands in KeyArena and reminisces. Bryant, the Storm CEO 
who helped bring the women's Pac-12 basketball tournament to town this week, can take you back to when she attended 
the 1984 men's Final Four at the Kingdome. She was a 16-year-old hoops star at Woodway High School, and that Final 
Four was a basketball player's dream. Seven-footers Patrick Ewing and Hakeem Olajuwon led their teams here, to 
Seattle, to college basketball's biggest stage. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 6, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/jerrybrewer/2020501251_brewer07.html 
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Seattle house prices slip in December:  Seattle-area house prices slipped 0.5 percent in December after hitting a two-
year high in November, according to the closely watched Standard & Poor’s/Case-Shiller Home Price Index. Only two of 
the 19 other metropolitan areas that Case-Shiller tracks saw steeper month-over-month declines. The composite 20-city 
index rose 0.2 percent. But Seattle’s drop seemed to be largely the result of seasonal factors – the holidays usually are a 
slow time for home sales. When adjusted to account for seasonal influences, Seattle-area prices rose 0.7 percent month-
over-month. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, February 26, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020436077_caseshillerxml.html 
 
Inventory crunch drives King County home prices up:  A record-low inventory of homes for sale in King County, very 
low interest rates and a growing Puget Sound economy combined to push the median price of houses sold in February to 
$365,000, an 18 percent jump over a year ago. Only 2,947 homes were listed for sale in the county last month, down from 
5,178 a year ago, according to Tuesday’s report by the Northwest Multiple Listing Service. “The extreme shortage of 
listings is clearly adding to the price pressure,” said Glenn Crellin, associate director for research at the University of 
Washington’s Runstad Center for Real Estate Studies. 
Source:  The Seattle Times, March 5, 2013 
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2020488635_homesalesxml.html 
 
Washington state ranks 14th in home price gains:  Home prices continue to increase across the country with 
Washington state ranking 14th in terms of price gains, according to CoreLogic, a residential housing information provider 
based in Irvine, California. Using CoreLogic’s home price index, which tracks repeat sales of single-family homes across 
the country, home prices nationwide rose 9.7 percent in January 2013 compared to January 2012. The figure includes 
distressed sales and marks the 11th consecutive increase in national home prices and the biggest increase since April 
2006, CoreLogic said. 
Source:  Puget Sound Business Journal, March 5, 2013 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2013/03/washington-state-ranks-14th-in-home.html?ana=e_du_pub&s=article_du&ed=2013-03-05&u=g3qEy5+PUIyH77YLguBBiC7bz23 
 
Apartment boom has pumped more than $28B into state in 2011:  A new report from The National Multi Housing 
Council and National Apartment Association shows that the apartment industry, both construction and operation of units, 
as well as spending by tenants created jobs for more than 23,000 people in the Seattle metro area, and 678,000 people 
statewide. "More than 35,000 units are on track to be delivered here between 2012 and 2015," said Mike Scott of Dupre + 
Scott Apartment Advisors, "that's a 20-year high for new units." Job growth ranks among the top reasons for Seattle's 
apartment resurgence. 
Source:  Daily Journal of Commerce, March 13, 2013 
http://www.djc.com/news/re/12050843.html 
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A. Starbucks to open at Broadway and Pike (Seattle) 

B. Brass Tacks a new bar to open in Georgetown (Seattle) 

C. Thaiku restaurant now open in Phinney Ridge (Seattle) 

D. Ladywell’s Vitality Spa & Sauna open (Seattle) 

E. Capitol Hill “dive” Lost Lake set to serve (Seattle) 

F. Café Resto come to Capitol Hill (Seattle) 

G. Beautiful Bike open near Ballard (Seattle) 

H. Coming to Sodo;  Maison Tavern (Seattle) 

I. Radiator Whiskey opens April 1 (Seattle) 

J. Kraken Congee coming to Queen Anne (Seattle) 

K. Chuck’s Hop Shop CD coming to E Union (Seattle) 

L. H Market coming to downtown Seattle 

M. Digs moves from Bellingham to Ballard (Seattle) 

N. 27 story First Hill apartment tower approved (Seattle) 

O. Ground broken for 12th Avenue Arts building (Seattle) 

P. Bellevue hotel site for sale (Bellevue) 

Q. Seattle’s historic Dexter Horton building sold for $77M (Seattle) 

R. Sound Transit, Artspace finalize deal for 57-unit project (Seattle) 

S. Bellevue to break ground on youth theater this spring (Bellevue) 

T. New Hyatt Place hotel planned for SeaTac (Tukwila) 

U. Vulcan plans taller building on S Lake Union site (Seattle) 

V. Costco plans to expand headquarters in Issaquah 

W. Highway 99 buildup for massive drill (Seattle) 

 
 
 

Note:  All articles have been sourced; however, they are edited for brevity.  Most 
articles are linked online, and all articles are available on request. 
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